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Soloist: high tenor or low alto
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About "Walls Come Tumblin' Down". ..

“Walls Come Tumblin' Down" was written to commemorate the 25th year of the
Northwest Folklife Festival. Northwest Folklife is an independent 501 (c)(3)
arts organization that celebrates the multigenerational arts, cultures and
traditions of a global Pacific Northwest.

Since 1971, Northwest Folklife's work has centered on preserving cultural
arts, bridging connections to heritage and identity, and cultivating the ever-
evolving traditions of the Pacific Northwest. Today, Northwest Folklife has
grown alongside the greater community by collaborating with local cultural
organizations and culture bearers to ensure communities have agency and voice
in the representation of their communities.

Northwest Folklife is best known for the annual Northwest Folklife Festival
which began in 1972. I was fifteen years old and living in a less-than-diverse
Seattle suburb. The first festival featured Chief Antelope and his Indian
Dancers, the Skid Row Puppeteers, the King Island Eskima Dancers, Nodiska
Folkdancers, a wide sampling of Northwest folk art traditions, folk singers and
old time fiddlers, and "Participation Dancing."

For me, the Northwest Folklife Festival became an education, a revelation and
source of inspiration of what human beings can do together in the spirit of
music, art, dance, harmony and spontaneous, creative blends of all of these.
It's a place where we can ome together and share who we are and the
traditions from which we come, with open ears and open hearts. And we come
away feeling just a little more hopeful about the progression of our species.

In 1996, the 25" year of the Festival, NW songwriters were invited to
express what Folklife meant to us, and this song tumbled out. In the spring of
2001, multi-talented Tim Fitzpatrick (then the music director of the
Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship and now Director of Choral Activities at
Western Washington University) helped shape my three-part folk arrangement
into a full choral work. Karen FitzGerald's new piano accompaniment is a
welcome addition!

About Karen FitzGerald, composer-pianist...

I am thrilled to collaborate on this project with composer-pianist Karen
FitzGerald. Karen's solo piano compositions range from delicate and soothing to
passionate and soul-stirring, evoking the beauty of nature, the subtle shades of
human emotion and a longing for spiritual wholeness. Karen also brings to the
project a lifetime of choral singing, arranging anddirecting, blessing numerous
singer-songwriters and vocal groups with her unique piano style. For more about
Karen's work, please visit www.KarenFitzGerald.com.


http://www.karenfitzgerald.com/

